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Wireless Internet comesto Vinton
May 17, 2007
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[Fred Kight]

The 350 people who live in Vinton in Lawrence County now have something that a lot of larger
towns don't -- wireless Internet service for everyone.

It's the third community in Appalachia Ohio to be connected to the information super highway as
part of the Connecting Rural Ohio Wireless Neighborhood Project...

[Sam Sowards]

For a community of this size, and in this kind of a rural location, this is definitely a big plus for
us. [ know a lot of people have computers out here, but with the dial- up it's always been very
slow, so this will probably be a big benefit to not only the kids, but the local schools, and all the
residents.

[Fred Kight]

That's Mayor Sam Sowards...who says the wireless service will cost Vinton 355 dollars a month.
Bob Dixon of the Ohio Supercomputer Center helped with the project ...

[Bob Dixon]

These little towns have no high- speed Internet connectivity and the telephone companies are not
likely to give it to them because they're too small and they think they can't make money here, so
we do this to improve the level of education of people here and improve the economic
conditions.

[Fred Kight]

The American Distance Education Consortium provided major funding for the project...which
was made possible by installation of a satellite dish and a series of antennas in the village.

Up to three more installation sites in the region will be announced by the Governor's Office of
Appalachia by the end of June.
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